S6680

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SEC. . STUDY ON GAPS IN NEXRAD COVERAGE
AND REQUIREMENT FOR PLAN TO
ADDRESS SUCH GAPS.
(a) STUDY ON GAPS IN NEXRAD Cov-
ERAGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Commerce shall complete a
study on gaps in the coverage of the Next
Generation Weather Radar of the National
Weather Service (referred to in this section
as “NEXRAD”).

(2) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—

(A) identify areas in the United States
with limited or no NEXRAD coverage below
6,000 feet above ground level of the sur-
rounding terrain;

(B) for the areas identified under subpara-
graph (A)—

(i) identify the key weather effects for
which prediction would improve with im-
proved radar detection;

(ii) identify additional sources of observa-
tions for high impact weather that were
available and operational for such areas on
the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act, including Terminal Doppler Weath-
er Radar (commonly known as “TDWR”), air
surveillance radars of the Federal Aviation
Administration, and cooperative network ob-
servers; and

(iii) assess the feasibility and advisability
of efforts to integrate and upgrade Federal
radar capabilities that are not owned or con-
trolled by the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, including radar capa-
bilities of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and the Department of Defense;

(C) assess the feasibility and advisability
of incorporating State-operated and other
non-Federal radars into the operations of the
National Weather Service;

(D) identify options to improve radar cov-
erage in the areas identified under subpara-
graph (A); and

(E) estimate the cost of, and develop a
timeline for, carrying out each of the options
identified under subparagraph (D).

(3) REPORT.—Upon the completion of the
study required under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate, the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology of the
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives that includes the findings of
the Secretary with respect to the study.

(b) PLAN TO IMPROVE RADAR COVERAGE.—
Not later than 30 days after the completion
of the study under subsection (a)(1), the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall submit a plan to
the congressional committees referred to in
subsection (a)(3) for improving radar cov-
erage in the areas identified under sub-
section (a)(2)(A) by integrating and upgrad-
ing, to the extent practicable, additional ob-
servation solutions to improve hazardous
weather detection and forecasting.

(¢) REQUIREMENT FOR THIRD-PARTY REVIEWS
REGARDING PLAN TO IMPROVE RADAR CoOV-
ERAGE.—The Secretary of Commerce shall
seek third-party reviews on scientific meth-
odology relating to, and the feasibility and
advisability of, implementing the plan sub-
mitted under subsection (b), including the
extent to which warning and forecast serv-
ices of the National Weather Service would
be improved by additional NEXRAD cov-
erage.

The bill (S. 2058), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
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ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

The amendment (No. 5124) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“A bill to re-
quire the Secretary of Commerce to study
the coverage gaps of the Next Generation
Weather Radar of the National Weather
Service and to develop a plan for improving
radar coverage and hazardous weather detec-
tion and forecasting.”.

ALLOWING THE ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE FAA TO ENTER INTO RE-
IMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS FOR
CERTAIN AIRPORT PROJECTS

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 6014 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6014) to allow the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to enter into reimbursable agreements
for certain airport projects.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 6014) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORE-
CASTING INNOVATION ACT OF
2015

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 1561 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1561) to improve the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
weather research through a focused program
of investment on affordable and attainable
advances in observational, computing, and
modeling capabilities to support substantial
improvement in weather forecasting and pre-
diction of high impact weather events, to ex-
pand commercial opportunities for the provi-
sion of weather data, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Thune
substitute amendment at the desk be
considered, the Cantwell amendment
at the desk be considered and agreed
to, the Thune substitute amendment,
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as amended, be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 5126) was agreed
to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘““Text of Amendments.”’)

The amendment (No. 5125) in the na-
ture of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.

The bill (H.R. 1561), as amended, was
passed.

———

HONORING THE MEMORIES AND
LEGACIES OF THE 3 LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS WHO
LOST THEIR LIVES IN THE AT-
TACK ON JULY 17, 2016, IN BATON
ROUGE, LOUISIANA

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of and the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
606.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 606) honoring the
memories and legacies of the 3 law enforce-
ment officers who lost their lives in the at-
tack on July 17, 2016, in Baton Rouge, Lou-
isiana, condemning that attack, and recog-
nizing the heroism of law enforcement per-
sonnel and first responders.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of September 29,
2016, under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

——————

COLONEL DEMAS T. CRAW VA
CLINIC

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 3492, introduced earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 3492) to designate the Traverse
City VA Community-Based Outpatient Clinic

606) was
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